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Newsletter Twentieth Sunday of the Year August 17th 2025

My dear parishioners,

The election of a new Pope is always a hugely significant moment in the life of the
church. In the weeks since the election of Pope Leo X1V, the church and the world
are watching and listening, to get some idea of the direction the new Pope is inviting
us to take. I thought I would share with you some thoughts written by Sister Gemma
Morato Sendra about the election and early days of Pope Leo.

“At a time when the world is grappling with division, disillusionment and rapid
change, the Holy Spirit has raised up a shepherd whose life story is marked not by
power or prestige but by simplicity, community and service. Formerly Cardinal
Robert Francis Prevost, this humble Augustinian friar from Chicago has stepped into
the shoes of the fisherman with a clear message: the Church must return to the heart
of the gospel, walk with its people, and witness to the living Christ with courage and
compassion.

Pope Leo’s first public appearance was disarming in its simplicity; there was a
quiet reverence, a humble gaze, and a message that was deeply intentional. “Peace be
with you,” he said, echoing the first words of the risen Christ. And with these words,
a tone was set for his entire pontificate: one of peace, humility, fraternity and
mission. He does not see the Church as a fortress to be defended but as a bridge to be
built. His Augustinian roots have instilled in him a spirituality that is both
contemplative and missionary — a restless search for God that is only fulfilled in
community and service. He brings to the papacy a wealth of lived experience: as a
missionary in the poor regions of Peru, as a seminary formator, as the superior
general of his Order, and as Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops. These roles have not
distanced him from the people but have deepened his commitment to walk with them
— to listen, to heal to accompany.

Pope Leo is someone who believes that holiness is not reserved for the few but is
the vocation of all; that the church must be missionary not only in word but in action;
that synodality is not an option but is a path to rediscovering the face of Christ in one
another; that Mary walks with us, and that evil will not have the final word. In Pope
Leo, the church has not just found a pope, it has found a fellow pilgrim, one who
reminds us, gently but firmly, that the journey of faith is not one we walk alone, but
together. In the one Christ, we are one.” G.M.Sendra, “10 Things Pope Leo Wants You to Know.”
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I offer here the Schedule for the Daily Liturgy:

Monday August 18th: Mass at 10am
Rosary at 9.40am, confessions at 6.30pm,; Novena at 7pm

Tuesday August 19th: Mass at 10am
Rosary at 9.40am

Wednesday August 20th: Mass at 10am
St. Mary’s Primary will be with us for Mass

Thursday August 21%: Mass at 10am;

Rosary at 9.40am Don’t carry cash but wish to donate?
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Children’s Liturgy begins again this Sunday at make ' ! ‘
the 10.30am Mass: it is the Liturgy of the Word able to Gift Aid your donation using this
presented in a way that makes it easier for children method.

to understand and engage with. The language of the
gospel is simpler, and the adult homily is replaced by a discussion of what has been
read or activities that help to make sense of the message. New helpers are always
welcome, just ask if you would like more information.

A Message from The Parish Stroller’s Group: we are still strolling along every
Tuesday. We meet at the Museum on Muir Street at 11am and walk for one hour; we
have tea/coffee and a chat after our stroll in the Museum café; new members are
always welcome; just turn up and stroll along!

The Beginning Experience are holding a weekend away for a lifetime of change:
these special days are for those who find themselves suffering bereavement through
divorce, separation or widowhood. The weekend will take place from 26-28
September at Conforti Centre, Coatbridge. For details contact Maggie on 01389
751677 or email beginningexperiencescotland2@gmail.com. Completed applications
must be returned by 12 September.

Sincere thanks: the parish has received a bequest of £5,000 from the estate of

Mrs. Sandra Bogan, who died on February 17" 2025; we offer sincere thanks for this
gift, and especially to Kevin, her husband. Sandra will be remembered among the
benefactors of St. Mary’s and St. Paul’s Parish, Hamilton, requiescat in pace.

Recently Deceased: Solange Murphy, Thomas Sweeney, Margaret Neary Dempsey, James Forrest,
Joseph Dunn, Guerrino Franchitti, Patrick McCafferty, Emma Lamb, Alex McWilliams, Dominic
Pelosi

Special Remembrance: Guiseppe Treta, Janet Higgins, William Sheerin, Ellen McCourt, Elizabeth
and Joe McCafferty, Frank and Mary McAteer, [saac and Cathie Smith, and all our own deceased
relatives and friends, and all the benefactors of our parish.



