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Newsletter Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year August 7th 2025

My dear parishioners,

I hope this finds you and your families well as we move into Autumn. Already we are catching a
glimpse of the autumnal colours to come. The changing seasons often make me think about
something St. John Henry Newman was fond of saying: “To grow is to change, and to have
changed often is to have grown much.” Let’s pray for each other, especially if we are in a period of
change in our life journey.

Each year, throughout the world, many people decide that they would like to
become members of the Catholic Church, and each one has their own story, and their
own reasons for wanting to make this very significant change in their life. Each one is
drawn to the church by different experiences and circumstances, and each one is
welcome to join us and to become a member of the family of the church.

Any journey towards the church is primarily a journey towards God, the Mystery
of Divine Love, made known to us through the beloved One, Jesus Christ. St.
Augustine wrote, “our hearts are restless Lord, until they rest in you.” For us as
members of the Catholic Church, this journey into God is made through Jesus, who is
the ‘Word made flesh’ (John 1:14); Jesus reveals God to us: “7To see me is to see the
Father” (John 14:9). It is through our discipleship of Jesus then that we become
living members of the church.

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) has been established as the means
by which a person can explore the faith of the Catholic Church. Over a period of
months, the RCIA offers a way to grow in knowledge of Jesus and the Catholic Faith,
in company with others on a similar journey. The RCIA takes place within a parish
community so that the participants can share in the life of the church expressed in a
local parish.

In the spirit of sharing what we ourselves have been freely given, we as a parish
seek to offer the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) to those who are thinking about
becoming a member of the Catholic Church. At present four people have expressed
an interest in making this journey; there is still time for others to come forward. We
are looking to begin in the third week of October, meeting once in the week, and
receiving people into the church at Easter 2026. Please speak to Fr. O’Brien if you
are interested in becoming a member of the church.


http://www.stmarysandstpaulsparishhamilton.org/
mailto:stmaryhamilton@rcdom.org.uk

I offer here the Schedule for the Daily Liturgy:

Monday September 8th Mass at 10am
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Rosary at 9.40am; confessions at 6.30pm; Novena at 7pm

Tuesday September 9th: Mass at 10am
Rosary at 9.40am

Wednesday September 10th: Mass at 10am
Rosary at 9.40am

Thursday September 11th: Mass at 10am;

Rosary at 9.40am Don’t carry cash but wish to donate?

Scan the QR code with your mobile
phone to make a donation; you will be
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Parish Pastoral Council will meet on October 1st at 7pm
in the parish meeting room. The PPC is there to serve the
parish; your comments and suggestions are always welcome.
Please speak with one of the council members or put your
suggestion in the box at the back of the church.

able to Gift Aid your donation using this
method.

SCIAF’s 60" Anniversary Mass: please join us on Saturday 13" September at 12 noon in St.
Columbkille’s Parish Church, 2 Kirkwood Street, Rutherglen G73 2SL. You are warmly
invited to this special Mass of Thanksgiving for 60 years of solidarity with our brothers and sisters
in need, promoting human dignity, justice and peace across the world. We would be touched by
your presence as we unite in faith and renew our commitment to building a better world, inspired by
the Gospel.

A Deanery Mass with Bishop Toal and the Jubilee Cross on Wednesday 10" September in St.
Bride’s Church Bothwell at 7pm. All are invited to join the bishop for this special occasion and to
the refreshments afterwards.

Annual Vocations Mass: Bishop Toal warmly invites you to join him on Tuesday September 16
in Motherwell Cathedral at 7pm to celebrate this special Mass in prayer for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life.

Defibrillator Training: Mr. Pat O’Meara will return to the parish on Saturday October 4 from 10
to 11am to offer some further training in the use of the Defibrillator, which is kept in the first
confessional box and is clearly marked. This training is suitable for all ages; please come along and
learn how to save a life.

Parish Coffee Morning: please join us in the parish hall after the morning Masses on September
21st to mark Fairtrade Fortnight; proceeds to the Hamilton Foodbank.

Recently Deceased: Sarah Anne Murray, Elizabeth Murphy, Ruth Campbell, Terri Stark
Special Remembrance: Dick Green, John and Elizabeth Fulton, James Fulton, John and Mary
McCaig, Olga Levickis, John Allen, Rosaleen and Bernard Mournian, Mary and Michael O’Brien

and all our own deceased relatives and friends, and all the benefactors of our parish.

Special Collection this Sunday for the training of students for the priesthood.



