
St Mary’s and St Paul’s Pastoral Council 

Minutes of Meeting 

2nd of September 2025 

 

 

Present: Fr O’Brien, Rita Clark (Chair), Justine Docherty, Lisa Pearson, Claire Molnar, Agnes 
O’Donnell (Secretary) 

Apologies: Helen Giusti, Ronnie Boyd 

Review of Session 2024/25 

Work undertaken by the Pastoral Parish Council on behalf of the parish 

• Claire Molnar welcomed to the PPC with a focus on youth engagement 
• Caritas group engagement with parish activities 
• £5,500 raised for Mary’s Meals as the Jubilee Fundraiser 
• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament re introduced on a Wednesday 
• Original baptismal font installed in the side chapel 
• Holy water font from St Paul’s in side porch 
• Novena booklets replaced 
• Children’s mass booklets introduced 
• Carpet repaired in the choir loft 
• QR code in place as another option to contribute to parish finances 
• New toasters purchased to support coffee mornings 
• Range of coffee mornings including Christmas and Easter Events 

Requests/Information 

• Basic level of online information asked for in July and August giving details of deaths and 
funeral arrangements 

• Request for contact details to order items from the stall 
• Occasional reminders that the church is open for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

on a Wednesday 
• Opportunity to light candles in the church has been raised. Due to the age and the 

amount of wood in the church there are limited places where candles can be lit safely. 
After seeking Health and Safety advice this is not an option at the current time. 

• ppc1846@hotmail.com , the PPC email address to be added to the parish bulletin 
• Lower Auchingramont Road and Muir Street closed 26th of November-5th of December. 

Reminder in parish newsletter nearer the time 
• Aim to get 2 articles in the Fontes magazine before the summer sharing activities taking 

place within St Mary’s and St Paul’s 

Developing the Wellspring Project within St Mary’s and St Paul’s 

• St Mary’s Youth Project. Group being set up by Claire, first meeting on the 3 9 2025. The 
group proposes to set out the aims of the project, set clear objectives and how 
outcomes will be measured in the first year 
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• Date for altar server training to be finalised. Training will be carried and by Claire and 
Peter Lavery 

• Befriending Group. Anyone interested in being part of the group to contact Justine on 
0795139 7616. To date a number of people have expressed an interest. A meeting of 
interested people will be held soon. Discussion will include discussing an Operating 
Procedure for the Group including purpose and mission, target audience, governance 
and oversight, volunteer recruitment and training, activities and services, scheduling 
and logistics, safeguarding and confidentiality 

• Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults ( RCIA)  taking place in St Marys from the third week 
of October through to Easter 

Jubilee Year 2025 

• Suggestion that this year’s donations made through the November lists are donated to 
the Friends of the Holy Land 

Introduction of a card machine 

• Still being investigated including costs, length of contract required, power and network 
signal requirements and possible positioning within the church  

   Diary Dates 

• 21st of September Fairtrade Coffee morning after morning masses to mark Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Proceeds to Hamilton Foodbank 

• Saturday 4th of October from 10-11am Defibrillator Training arranged in the parish hall. All 
welcome 

• 5th of October coffee morning after 10.30 mass for Primary 1 pupils and their families 
• 9th of November Fair Trade coffee morning 
• 7th of December Santa’s Sausage Sunday 

( Help at coffee mornings including baking donations and raffle prizes will be gratefully 
accepted) 

   Parish Council Box 

• At the back of the church for comments/suggestions. Alternatively email 
ppc1846@hotmail.com 

Date of Next Meeting 

• Wednesday 1st of October 7pm 
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